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The 2015 Itinerary
To fully appreciate some of the memorable elements that this truly 5-star tour offers, simply place the cursor over the names of
hotels or restaurants highlighted in bold in the daily agenda and the embedded link will open the corresponding webpage. Be
prepared to be tempted!
Please read the tour inclusions at the end of this itinerary to understand what is provided throughout the tour, particularly in
terms of hotel room standards, meals, transport and guided tours. For the level of luxury and personalised attention on offer,
the tour pricing represents excellent value.

November 14

ISTANBUL

Arrive in Istanbul (having made your own travel arrangements) and transfer to the
Pera Palace Hotel, which was built in 1892 for the purpose of hosting the
passengers from the Orient Express (in fact, Agatha Christie wrote ‘Murder on the
Orient Express’ whilst staying in room 411) and holds the title of "the oldest
European hotel in Turkey". It offers magnificent views of the Golden Horn and is
located in the Tepebaşı district of Pera, once known as “Little Europe”. Today,
Pera is the historical, cultural and social centre of Istanbul, with its vivid night life
and sophisticated museums. The day is at leisure until we gather in the early
evening for a welcome reception. Afterwards, the restaurants and nightlife of
exotic Istanbul await your exploration. [Included -Overnight.]

November 15

ISTANBUL

After a leisurely breakfast, a tour of this fascinating city awaits us. We commence
our day with a visit to the impressive Topkapi Palace, which overlooks the majestic
Bosphorus and served as the palace of the Ottoman Sultans between 16th and
19th centuries. It contains important holy relics of the Muslim world, including
Muhammed's cloak and sword, and is among the monuments contained within
the "Historic Areas of Istanbul",
which became a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in 1985. We will also
visit
the
fascinating
and
impressive Blue Mosque of Sultan
Ahmet Camii, famous for its six minarets, its beautiful blue Iznik tiles, unique
architecture and marble latticework. Lunch will be taken at Nar Restaurant,
as we enjoy the magnificent views of the city. Afterwards, we will visit the
Hippodrome, the centre of Byzantine life for 1,000 years, where chariot races
and competitive athletic events would take place. We complete out tour with
a visit to the famous Grand Bazaar, one of the largest covered markets in the
world with 60 streets and 5,000 shops. It is well known for its jewellery, hand-painted ceramics, carpets, embroideries, spices
and antique shops. The bazaar has been an important trading centre since 1461 and its labyrinthine vaults feature two
bedestens (domed buildings), the first of which was constructed between 1455 and 1461 by the order of Sultan Mehmed the
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Conqueror. The bazaar was vastly enlarged in the 16th century, during the reign of Sultan Suleiman the
Magnificent, and in 1894 underwent a major restoration following an earthquake. Upon returning to our
hotel we will have a few hours of free time to use as we wish, before venturing to dinner at Giritli
Restaurant, a casual restaurant specialising in seafood and serving dishes typical of the Turks who once
lived on the island of Crete. [Included - Overnight. B, L, D]

November 16

ISTANBUL

After breakfast we will continue our exploration of the culture and history of
Istanbul. To immerse ourselves in the local way of life, this morning we will take part in a culinary
class that will teach us how to prepare a balanced five course meal featuring Ottoman classics,
regional specialties and home cooking favourites. The class will conclude with us enjoying all of the
dishes that have been prepared over a glass or two of local wine.
With our hunger sated, we take an unforgettable cruise along the
Bosphorus, the majestıc strait that runs through Istanbul, linking
Europe and Asia. From our cruise boat, we view the dramatic
sights lining the Bosphorus’ wooded shores: mosques, a bridge
that, for a time, was the world’s longest and the massive Rumeli
Hisarı, a fortress built by Fatih the Conqueror in just three months as he prepared to
conquer Istanbul. Also noteworthy are the 19th century mansions of the Ottoman elite
and the Sultan’s fanciful gingerbread palaces and hunting lodges. Our tour will conclude at around 4pm and the remainder of
the day will be at leisure to rest, explore or shop before deciding where to dine this evening. [Included - Overnight. B, L]

November 17

ISTANBUL – KAYSERI – CAPPADOCIA

After breakfast we will travel to the airport for our short flight to Cappadocia, a magical place of surreal scenery and a wealth
of ancient churches. A truly compelling destination.
From the airport, we will commence our exploration
of this wonderland with a visit to Kaymakli
Underground City, one of many subterranean towns
extending seven or eight levels into the earth.
Constructed by peaceful farmers who lived in the
region centuries ago, these were originally meant as
underground hideouts for early Christians and for
others fearing attacks by warlike tribes. Cappadocia is also known for its pottery and we will take time to visit a workshop for
a demonstration by local artists. Lunch will be taken at the Old Greek House, one of the most celebrated and famous
restaurants in Cappadocia. Afterwards, we will transfer to a Dervish house for a
performance by the Whirling Dervishes. In Turkish dervish means “monk’’ and the
performance of this dance was
originally a religious ritual by Sufi Dervishes or Mevlevi, the followers of Mevlana
Jelaleddin Rumi. Their spellbinding worship service, the ‘Mevlevi sema’, is demonstrated
while wearing long white dresses and
whirling ecstatically to ancient Islamic
hymns. At the end of the day we will make our way to the CCR Hotel,
which will be our abode for the evening. Here we will be able to rest,
relax and just let the world spin by, or to spoil ourselves beside a pool or
on a sun-filled terrace overlooking truly magical views of this spectacular
city! In the evening, all of the dinner and entertainment options that we
may crave will be available to us within this magnificent hotel. [Included
- Overnight. B, L]

November 18

CAPPADOCIA

This morning (or better still the previous night) you will need to make an important decision, namely, whether to sleep in or
to rise at 4.30am to participate in a truly memorable experience – a hot-air balloon ride at sunrise over the fairy chimneys
and spectacular landscape of Cappadocia. As tempting as a sleep-in may be, this is one experience that should not be
missed. For those that opt for the balloon ride, breakfast will be taken at the conclusion of the ride, which will still be around
the usual time. Afterwards, we continue our discovery of Cappadocia with a visit to the renowned Goreme Open Air
Museum, a UNESCO World Heritage Site that is also called “Caves of God.” Here, we will see richly painted monasteries and
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churches hollowed from soft, volcanic rock. In the
colourful valley of Zelve, the unique landscapes continue
with crags, pinnacles and steep valleys. We will be guests
at a local home for lunch, serving traditional Turkish
delicacies of the region. A highlight is a visit to the Valley
of the Fairy Chimneys, where ongoing erosion to the huge
boulders balancing precariously atop spindly cones of
volcanic tuff is an amazing sight to see. Dinner this
evening will be in the Culture Museum, featuring
traditional Cappadocian dishes not found in other restaurants, and accompanied by one of the
most beautiful panoramic views of Cappadocia. [Included - Overnight. B, L, D]

November 19

CAPPADOCIA – AMMAN

Today we bid farewell to Turkey, as we make our way to the airport at
Kayseri for the flight back to Istanbul and then on to Amman, the capital of
Jordan. The exact flights that we will take will be determined once the flight
schedules are available, but there will not be an overly early start to the
day. Upon arrival at Amman’s Queen Alia Airport, we will be assisted with
all formalities and luggage collection, and transferred to our abode for the
evening, the Jordan Intercontinental Hotel, where we will also have
dinner.[Included - Overnight. B, D]

November 20

AMMAN

After breakfast, enjoy a short tour of the city, visiting the Roman
Amphitheatre, the Citadel and two museums. Afterwards we will drive north
to visit the stunning ancient city of
Jerash, whose golden age came
under Roman rule. This historic site
is now acknowledged to contain
some of the best preserved Roman
ruins in the world. It is an
outstanding example of the grand,
formal provincial Roman urbanism
that is found throughout the Middle
East, comprising paved and colonnaded streets, soaring hilltop temples, magnificent
theatres, spacious public squares and plazas, baths, fountains and city walls pierced by
towers and gates. Lunch will be taken at one of the finest local Lebanese restaurants
and will feature a briefing by the chef on local flavours and ingredients. Upon return to
our hotel, the remainder of the afternoon will be at leisure. Then to cap what will have
been a memorable day, dinner tonight will be a special, home-hosted dinner with a
local Jordanian family, at which we will enjoy genuine Arabic food. [Included Overnight. B, L, D]

November 21

AMMAN – MT NEBO – KERAK CASTLE - PETRA

After breakfast, we will make our way to the ancient town of Madaba, which boasts the
finest collection of well-preserved Byzantine mosaics. Madaba’s real masterpiece, in the
Orthodox Church of Saint George, is the 6th century AD mosaic map of Jerusalem and the
Holy Land – the earliest religious map of the Holy Land in any form to survive from
antiquity. We then head to Mt. Nebo, where Moses
gazed at the Promised Land before he died, and which is
now believed to be his burial place. We will visit the old
monastery and overlook the Jordan Valley, Dead Sea,
Jericho and Jerusalem. Before we head southward, we stop at a local falafel restaurant to
buy traditional bread and falafel and have this light meal on the coach as we continue on
the Kings Highway. Upon arrival at Kerak, we will stop to enjoy a very special Arabic lunch,
before visiting one of the most important Crusader castles in the region. We then continue
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on to Petra, where our accommodation will be at the Movenpick Hotel Petra.
After time to freshen up and relax, we head to dinner at Petra Kitchen, where
you will immerse ourselves in the local customs by having the opportunity to
cook our very own Arabic meal under the guidance of local experts. [Included
- Overnight. B, L, D]

November 22

PETRA

Following breakfast, we set off to visit the red rose city of Petra, Jordan’s most
important historical attraction. Petra was first established around the 6th
century B.C. by the Nabatean Arabs, a nomadic tribe who settled in the area and
founded a powerful commercial empire. Petra had been hidden to the world for
centuries, until it was happened upon by an adventurous Swiss explorer (Johann
Burkhardt) who had befriended the local Bedouins in 1812. Our visit will include
the Street of Facades, the Royal Tombs and Pharaoh's Castle under the guidance
of our expert guide. To add to our enjoyment of this spectacular location, lunch
will be taken under Bedouin tents set up at a higher point in Petra City
overlooking the entire site, with the chef giving us expert commentary on the
meal. Afterwards we return to our hotel for an afternoon at leisure. This evening, we
cap off what is sure to be a highlight of our journey by attending the “Petra by Night”
tour which features the Siq lit up with candles. [Included - Overnight. B, L, D]

November 23

PETRA – WADI RUM – DEAD SEA

This morning we visit Wadi Rum (also known as the ‘Valley of the Moon’), the largest
and most magnificent of Jordan's desert
landscapes. In these ancient valleys cut into the
sandstone and rock, the elements of nature have
modelled and carved out this spectacular lunar-like panorama. Lunch will be served in a
private Bedouin camp, as we are shown how the traditional Bedouin meal “Zarb” is made
in the desert. Afterwards, we will take a leisurely 2-hour tour in the desert in 4-wheel
drive
vehicles,
as
we
make our way to the Kempinski Ishtar Hotel
at the Dead Sea, our accommodation for the
night. Dinner this evening will be taken in one
of the hotel’s fine dining restaurants. [Included - Overnight. B, L, D]

November 24

DEAD SEA - AMMAN
This morning is at leisure so that we can relax and enjoy the beauty of the
Dead Sea, before later making the return journey to Amman. For lunch we
will be assisting an Arabic chef in preparing items of our choice at Beit Sitti
Restaurant. Afterwards, the day is at leisure for you to spend as you wish,
be it touring the old parts of the city, shopping or just relaxing. Dinner will
be at one of the local restaurants. [Included - Overnight. B, L, D]

November 25

AMMAN – MUSCAT

The morning is ours to enjoy at leisure, before later transferring to Queen Alia
International airport for our onward flight to Muscat, the capital of Oman. Upon
arrival, we will be transferred to our hotel,
the magnificent Grand Hyatt. There will
be ample time for us to relax in our new
abode before enjoying dinner in the Safari
Grill House within the Grand Hyatt.
[Included - Overnight. B, D]
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November 26

MUSCAT

After breakfast we depart for a city tour of Muscat, starting with the Grand Mosque, the most exquisite one in Oman. We
then visit Bait Al Zubair Museum, which contains an extensive collection of traditional
Omani weapons such as swords, daggers, rifles and their accessories, along with
jewellery, cosmetics and costumes from various regions of Oman. Our next stop is
Muttrah Souq – one of the most popular
souqs (traditional markets) in the Middle East
– where there will be time to take a walk in its
labyrinthine alleyways beckoning with a
myriad of merchandise, from imported fabrics
to exotic Oriental spices, perfumes and richly handcrafted artefacts. Afterwards, we
pass by the magnificent Al Alam Palace, the official residence of His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos Bin Said, current ruler of the Sultanate
of Oman. The palace is an architectural marvel
for both its design and its location between the twin Portuguese forts of Mirani and
Jalali. Lunch will be taken at Mumtaz Mahal, regarded as one of the finest Indian
restaurants in Oman and offering one of the best views of Muscat. The afternoon will
be at leisure so that you can do whatever takes your fancy. This evening we will join a
local family who will show us how to try our hands at cooking some of the local
delicacies. [Included - Overnight. B, L, D]

November 27

MUSCAT

- WAHIBA SANDS

After breakfast we head towards Wahiba Sands, driving along the famous route once
travelled by renowned travellers like Marco Polo. We stop at Sharqiya Sands resort for
a comfort stop and then continue with a visit to Wadi Bani Khalid, which is
sandwiched between high cliffs and offers several vantage points above the water
from which to enjoy the peaceful scenery and look down on the reflections of the
dramatic scenery in the limpid pools. The Wadi has clear deep blue water and is a
perfect place for a swim. We
will partake of a casual lunch
at
the
Wadi
before
continuing on to Wahiba
Sands. When we arrive at the edge of the desert we deflate the tyres
of our vehicles to drive over the dunes as we make our way to the
Desert Nights Camp in the late afternoon. The camp is an oasis in
the golden sands and is sprawled across 10-acres of silken sands,
secluded 11km within the vast isolation of the Omani desert. 30
luxurious Bedouin style tents await those who seek the ultimate
desert vacation. Upon arrival we can unwind and relax, as we get
ready to watch the sun set on the dunes. Dinner will be served in the Camp. [Included - Overnight. B, L, D]

November 28

WAHIBA SANDS – THE VIEW

After breakfast we depart for Nizwa, the traditional capital of the vast interior region of Oman. On our way we visit Sinaw
Market and Nizwa Fort, the 17th century round tower fort that is Oman’s most
impressive tower. From the top, a superb panoramic view will give us a bird’s eye
view all around Nizwa and the surrounding plains. Afterwards we visit Jabreen
Fort via the pre-Islamic village of Bahla, before driving to the quaint village of Al
Hamra, whose multi-story mud houses are among the oldest preserved in Oman.
We visit Bait Safa Museum, which is over five hundred years old, built on three
floors, with the ground floor used solely for storage – of dates and date honey.
We will have an indoor tour to discover aspects of the ancient Omani daily life
including Qahwa (coffee) making, the making of Omani traditional bread,
extraction of
Alshoa medicine, making of perfumes and frankincense,
hand tailoring the making of Omani Kumma (male head
cover), butter extraction and the making of dates and
lemon drinks. Lunch will be served in the museum and will
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be typical Omani food served in traditional style, seated on cushions on the floor. In the afternoon we drive to Misfah, a
lovely village with stone houses precariously clinging to the mountainside, before checking in at The View, Oman’s first-of-itskind eco-luxury retreat, complete with tent styled accommodation, and nestled in the lap of nature across a wide stretch of
valley spanning the Jabal Shams Mountains. Dinner will be served in The View restaurant. [Included - Overnight. B, L, D]

November 29

THE VIEW

This morning we visit Wadi Ghul, the land of the traditional weavers of Oman and Wadi Nakher which is considered to be
Oman’s deepest canyon. Later we drive to Jabel Shams, the highest peak in the Gulf region to enjoy the view of this truly
grand canyon. We then visit Sarafat Al Aiman, which
is tucked away
in a remote
corner of Al
Hamra's rugged
mountains. We
will break for lunch at a guest house on top of the mountain by the name of Al Hoota
Rest House. In the afternoon we return to The View to enjoy the remainder of the day
at leisure and to watch the sun setting in the distance. Dinner will again be taken in the
restaurant at The View. [Included – B, L, D]

November 30

THE VIEW – JABEL AKHDER – MUSCAT

After breakfast we depart for Jabel Akhder. On our way we will visit Nizwa Souq, which has been designed using Omani fort
architecture and elegant Islamic arches. The air-conditioned halls of this souq are full of
fresh fruit and vegetables, herbs and spices, huge stacks of dates and freshly caught
fish. This is the best place to buy traditional silver “Khanjars” (hand- carved Omani
daggers) and Bedouin jewellery, with silver sold by weight. As we pass through Wadi Al
Madeen a 36 km stretch of winding road takes us to Jebel Al Akhdar (2000 metres
above sea level)
the green jewel
of the Al Hajjar
mountain
ranges, a truly unique spot in the Arabian Peninsula. Al
Jebel Al Akhdar is famed for its fruit orchards typically
laid out terrace style along the slopes of mountains,
which are endowed with natural springs. The villages
of Saiq, Wadi Bani Habib (the village of the old houses) and Al Ain dot the landscape and overlook a spectacular landscape of
dramatic peaks, gorges and wadis. Lunch will be served at Shahab Hotel, before we drive on to Muscat en-route stopping at
the pretty village of Birkat- Al-Mauz. The lush green oasis village has its unique two-tiered falaj (underground aqueducts)
system and tiny castle, and we will have time to take a walk around the village. Towards the end of the day we arrive at
Muscat and check in at the Shangri-La Hotel, Al Bandar. This evening, a sumptuous 3 course dinner awaits us at the Bait Al
Bahar Restaurant within the Hotel.[Included – B, L, D]

December 1

MUSCAT

All of today is at leisure to do as you wish in this luxury oasis. In the
evening we will enjoy a memorable farewell dinner at Shaharzad
restaurant, whose cuisine will allow us to explore the exquisite tastes
of Moroccan food, with its
subtle spices and exotic flavours. The rich fabric and deep colours of Shahrazad’s
interiors are reflections of the rich, beautiful land of Morocco. With the alluring
fragrance of spice and the rhythms of live Moroccan music welcoming guests, dining
at Shahrazad is a culinary and cultural adventure. [Included – B, D]

December 2

MUSCAT

After breakfast, transfer to the airport for your onward flight. [Included – B]

END OF ITINERARY
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Tour Cost (*):
Price Per Person:

A$13,850.00

Single Supplement:

A$ 4,350.00

(*) PLEASE read the following notes carefully as they contain important information that you should be aware of:
The accommodation on this tour is at the following venues and levels. If you would like to upgrade to a higher level, please let
us know so that we can provide you with the corresponding pricing.
•
Pera Palace Hotel Jumeirah, Istanbul - Deluxe Pera View Room King
•
CCR Hotel, Cappadocia – Superior Room
•
Jordan Intercontinental Hotel, Amman – Standard Room
•
Movenpick Petra Hotel, Petra – Standard Room
•
Kempinski Ishtar Hotel, Dead Sea – Superior Room

Grand Hyatt Muscat Hotel, Muscat – Grand King Room

Desert Nights Camp – Deluxe Tented Suite

The View, Hail Al Shas – Deluxe Tent

Al Bandar Shangri-La, Muscat – Deluxe Room

The quoted price is based on 24 persons travelling in the group, being the maximum group size.

Meals are included as listed: B: Breakfast / L: Lunch / D: Dinner
Turkey Inclusions:
•
Hotel accommodation as above or similar

Meals as mentioned above
•
Transportation in modern air-conditioned private coach
•
Entrance fees to all sites and museums mentioned in the itinerary
•
Touring with private, licensed English-speaking tour guide throughout

Local taxes, VAT and service charges
•
Baggage handling (2 normal size bags)
•
Service and handling fees
•
Arrival and departure group transfers (should passengers be arriving on different flights, individual transfers will need to
be added)
Jordan Inclusions
•
Meet and assist upon arrival and departure
•
Portage at airport and hotels
•
Hotel accommodation as mentioned above or similar
•
Transportation in modern air-conditioned private coach
•
Touring with private, licensed English-speaking tour guide throughout
•
Entrance fees to all sites and museums mentioned in the itinerary
•
Horse ride in Petra at the Petra Siq
•
2 hour jeep tour in the desert of Wadi Rum
•
5 special lunches as mentioned above
•
3 dinners at hotels as mentioned above
•
3 dinners at local restaurants as mentioned above
•
Welcome kit per person to include maps and brochures about Jordan

Local taxes, VAT and service charges
Oman Inclusions:
•
Meet and assist at Muscat International Airport with services of Plaza Premium VIP Lounge and fast track immigration
•
Hotel accommodation as mentioned above or similar

Meals as mentioned above
•
4WD for Wahiba Sands and The View tour
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•
•
•
•

Touring with private, licensed English-speaking tour guide throughout
Entrance fees to all sites and museums mentioned above
Local taxes VAT and service charges
Departure group transfers (should passengers be departing on different flights, individual transfers will need to be
added)

NOT INCLUDED IN TOUR
 Travel Insurance or Airfares
 Local guides and entrance fees to museums & monuments unless indicated
 Any Visa fees for Turkey, Jordan and Oman
 Departure taxes
 Meals not included in the itinerary and indicated
 Beverages unless indicated
 Porterage costs or tipping unless indicated
 Items of a personal nature, (telephone, laundry costs etc.)
 Anything not mentioned in the itinerary or inclusions paragraph
 Optional Tours or pre – post stays or individual transfers

Important Note: Carriages that accommodate only 1-2 persons are available in Petra for travellers who are unable to walk or
who do not want to take the horse-ride in the Petra Siq. There are limited carriages available and these are usually reserved
for the elderly or people with physical disabilities. If required, the carriages MUST be pre-booked and the additional cost is
approximately $75 per person.

LUGGAGE
1 piece of luggage (1 suitcase) is the maximum per person for coach travel. If you require an increased luggage
capacity, please advise us at the beginning of the reservation process as a larger coach may be required, which will
increase the overall price per person.

RESERVATION AND PAYMENT
A deposit of $1000.00 per person is required to start a booking. No reservation will be processed without this
deposit. A further part-payment of 25% will be required 120 days prior to departure. Full balance payment is due 60
days prior to departure.
TOUR PRICE
All tour prices are based on tariffs and exchange rates in effect at 30 November 2013.
Important : All prices are subject to change without notice.

CANCELLATIONS
 If it is necessary to cancel your arrangements, then cancellation fees will be incurred. Notice of cancellation must be
in writing. Cancellation fees are as follows;
 Up to 120 days prior to departure …………….. : Loss of Full Deposit
 Between 119 days and 60days ………………… :25% of tour cost
 Between 59 days and 30days …………………. :50% of tour cost
 Less than 30 days ………………………………. :100% of tour cost
 There will be no refunds for services not utilized in the tour.
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DOCUMENTS AND VISAS
All travellers will require a valid passport with a minimum of 6 months validity. Visas will be required for travel to
Turkey, Jordan and Oman. Normally, no vaccinations are required for travel to Turkey, Jordan and Oman. However,
it is always recommended that you check with your local doctor or the Travellers' Medical and Vaccination Centre in
your state, just to be sure.

TRAVEL INSURANCE
At the time of booking and paying your deposit, it is strongly recommend that you purchase travel insurance. Ensure
it is appropriate for all your travel arrangements as well as providing for cancellation charges detailed on this page.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
These Terms and Conditions are to be read in conjunction with the Terms and Conditions that appear on the
Touchdown Tours website.
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