DISNCO s Journey to South America

rTourimng cCcomponiy September, 2012
s

Simply extraordinary experiences

Discover the wonders of South America in style and with time to truly enjoy each destination.
= Enjoy the personalised attention that only cormes from being part of a small group of just 14 to 24 guests.
= Benefit from the value, ease and comprehensive itinerary of an escorted group tour, filled with special touches.
= Have the luxury of spending 2 or 3 nights in most cities so as to truly experience the local ambience.
= Have the freedom and flexibility for ample ‘orivate time’ that allows you to tailor your agenda.

Take a moment to visit our website at www.blancotouringcompany.com
to read about the philosophy that makes each and every one of our journeys
a truly memorable experience.

Join José and Leona in September 2012,
on a journey that showcases the wonders of South America,
including Santiago, Cuzco, Machu Picchu, lguacu Falls, Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires and much more.

Our Itinerary - Commencing on September 7, 2012

DAY 1 (Friday) SANTIAGO

Arrive in Santiago (you are welcome to make your own arrangements or to have our partner travel agent book your preferred
flights) and transfer to the W Hotel (N.B. Click on the name of the hotel and on all similarly
highlighted links to open the corresponding webpage), located
in the heart of the city's most diverse, culturally rich and
upscale district, and only doors away from sensational
shopping and the captivating city life synonymous with
Santiago. After settling in we set off on a sightseeing tour
of the city so that you can get your bearings and

- appreciate the history and charm of Santiago. Founded in
1541, against the backdrop of the spectacular Andes mountains, Santiago has been able to
mix the old and the new, with many of the colonial buildings surviving to this day. From the city centre we cross the Mapocho
River and drive to the top of Cerro San Cristdbal, from where we will have one of the best panoramic views over the city and the
snow-capped Andes. The remainder of the afternoon is yours to do with as you wish. In the evening, José and Leona invite you
for a welcome cocktail, before we all embark on our exploration of Santiago’s restaurants and, for those with stamina, nightlife
scene. [Inclusions: Overnight. Welcome Reception.]

DAY 2 (Saturday) SANTIAGO

We have aII mornmg at leisure, so you can choose to relax, explore the many sights of Santiago, shop or whatever else takes
‘ [ your fancy. In the afternoon we depart our hotel for a gentle 90-
minute walking tour of the restored district of Lastarria, which is filled
with artists selling their works of art, a wide selection of charming
cafes and restaurants, and hosts a flea market on most Saturdays
(which is today!). The tour continues with a visit to one of the most
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exclusive gastronomic neighbourhoods in Santiago, the area of Isidora Goyenechea.
Afterwards, we move on to the Nueva Costenera/Borde Rio area for a sampling of
Chilean wines, before transferring back to our hotel. This evening we offer you the
choice of making your own dinner arrangements at one of Santiago’s many
restaurants, quite a few of which you will have seen during your afternoon walk or,
for those who select the ‘Gourmet’ option on the tour (refer to the details at the end of
this itinerary), dining at one of Santiago’s premier restaurants, Europeo. [Inclusions:
Overnight. B. D/optional.]

DAY 3 (Sunday) SANTIAGO / LIMA / CUzZCO

Having adjusted to South American time and pace, this morning we transfer to the airport for our flight to mystical Cuzco, via
Lima. On arrival we will be met and transferred to our hotel in the
Sacred Valley of the Incas, a region filled with incomparable Inca
ruins, stunning Andean mountain vistas, charming towns and
plenty of opportunities to get out and e
enjoy the countryside. Our ‘refuge’ for the
next three nights is the Hotel Rio Sagrado,
a beautiful Orient-Express hotel built in
natural materials to resemble an authentic
Andean village and set on the banks of the
rushing Urubamba River, among verdant fields and towering mountains. Situated at a lower altitude than nearby Cuzco, its
delightful hotel villas provide the perfect environment in which to relax and acclimatize, and serve as an ideal base from which to
explore the valley’s attractions. [Inclusions: Overnight. B.]

DAY 4 (Monday) SACRED VALLEY OF THE INCAS

A full day’s tour of the Sacred Valley of the Incas awaits us today. Our excursion will continue our familiarization of the valley and
will take us to the Pisac Markets, where we will have a chance to
experience the vibrant and colourful atmosphere of a traditional
marketplace, and later in the afternoon, the impressive ruins of
Ollantaytambo. The valley is fed by numerous rivers that descend
through adjoining valleys and gorges. Ancient ruins, gentle
mountain slopes and scattered farming towns surrounded by
patchwork fields define the valley, which was appreciated by the
Incas due to its special geographical and climatic qualities. It was one of the empire's main
points for the extraction of natural wealth and the best place for maize production in Peru. [Inclusions: Overnight. B. L.]

DAY 5 (Tuesday) SACRED VALLEY OF THE INCAS

Another full day tour lies ahead today. This one taking us to the village of Chinchero, the Moray archaeological ruins and the salt
terraces of Maras. Chinchero, also known as the “City of the Rainbow”, is located midway
between the highlands and valley floor, and surrounded by the snow-clad mountains of
Salkantay, Veronica and Soray. Chinchero’s citizens maintain a traditional Andean lifestyle,
dressing in multicoloured traditional styled clothes, only speaking
the Quechua language and still keeping many of their age-old
customs. During our visit, we will be shown some of the ancient
techniques that have been passed from generation to generation.
Our tour continues to Moray, famous for its embedded
amphitheatre formed by four circular terraces which seem to
disappear into the interior of the puna, like an artificial crater. Evidence seems to suggest that Moray
was an important centre of Inca agriculture, where research was conducted on crops grown on different sized plots and at
various altitudes. The irrigated fertile soil was experimented on with more than 250 different types of vegetables, cereals like
corn, quinoa and kiwicha. From here we offer the more energetic travellers an optional 6km walk along ancient paths down to
the charming village of Maras. At the end of the tour we will transfer back to our hotel, for a well-earned rest. [Inclusions:
Overnight. B. L.]
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DAY 6 (Wednesday)  SACRED VALLEY / MACHU PICCHU

This morning we transfer to the train station in Ollantaytambo for a 90-minute ‘Vistadome’ train ride to the deserted and
inspiring city of Machu Picchu, the most renowned example of Inca architecture. Today’s visit to
magical Machu Picchu will undoubtedly be one of the highlights of our trip! On arrival, hotel staff
will collect our bags and take them to our hotel, the Sumaq Machu Picchu Hotel, the only five-star
hotel in Aguas Calientes that is architecturally inspired by the enigmatic lost city of the Incas. A mini-
bus will take us to the ruins for a guided visit of the Machu Picchu Citadel accompanied by a
certified guide. Our exploration of the enigmatic city will last about 3 hours, including an
explanation of the history and mystery of the ruins and with lunch served at the Sanctuary Lodge. At
the conclusion, a mini-bus will take us back down the mountain and to our hotel. In the evening, we will dine in the hotel's
restaurant from a menu inspired by regional ingredients and will begin to understand why Peruvian cuisine is widely considered
one of the most diverse and interesting in the world. [Inclusions: Overnight. B. L. D.]

DAY 7 (Thursday) MACHU PICCHU / cUzco

This morning we board our mini bus for a second visit to the ruins, before the large non-Aguas Calientes-based crowds start to
arrive. Th|s head start will allow us a privileged, more contemplative encounter with the spirits of the ruins. Weather permitting,

; : we will be able to watch the mist rise over the top of the mountain citadel and to explore
the ruins at our own pace, before returning to Aguas Calientes in the afternoon. For the
more energetic, there is also the option of climbing
to Huayna Picchu, but anyone interested is advised
to start early! The path to Huayna Picchu, the
Younger or Lesser Peak, rises nearly 400 metres
above the main plaza of Machu Picchu and departs
from the Sacred Rock area, taking approximately an
hour at a leisurely pace to reach the summit. The
climb passes through small caverns carved from the rocky walls, and miniature terraces,
scattered about and split off from the trail. Once at the top of Huayna Picchu, you are E
rewarded with a sweeping panorama that takes in the entirety of Machu Picchu, the Urubamba
River & Canyon below and the astonishing sparklingly snow-capped peaks of the high Andes
along the distant south-eastern horizons back towards Cuzco. In the afternoon we take a mini-
bus back to the train station to join the train back to Ollantaytambo. On arrival, we will be met
and transferred the rest of the way by road to our hotel in Cuzco, the Hotel Monasterio.
Located high in the Andes, some 3,400 metres above sea level, the historic city of Cuzco is
famed for its unique blend of Spanish and Inca cultures. Our hotel is located right beside the
lively Cuzco central square and is a former monastery and national monument dating from
1592. The hotel combines its centuries-old charm and ambience with luxury hotel service,
inspired restaurants and boutique rooms and suites, and is the ideal base from which to discover the delights of Cuzco, a
mystical town filled with a vibrant scene of old and modern architecture, markets, galleries and restaurants serving ‘new
Andean’ cuisine. [Inclusions: Overnight. B.]

DAY 8 (Friday) cuzco

The morning is at leisure so that you can do whatever takes your fancy. In a city such
as Cuzco, one is never short of inspiration. In the afternoon we will be collected
from our hotel for a prlvate guided tour throughout the city, commencing with a
- visit to the Cathedral, which is located next
to the main plaza and houses the city’s
greatest repertories of colonial art. Our
next stop is the famous Koricancha,
formerly the Inca Empire’s richest temple,
which subsequently became a catholic
church. Afterwards we visit Cuzco’s main
ruins on the outskirts of the city.
Sacsayhuaman, which in Quechua means
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“satisfied falcon”, is thought to be of religious and military significance and is the most impressive ruin next to Cuzco. This
evening we offer you the choice of making your own dinner arrangements or, for those who select the ‘Gourmet’ option on the
tour (refer to the details at the end of this itinerary), dining at one of Cuzco’s leading restaurants, Cicciolina. [Inclusions: Overnight. B.
D/optional.]

DAY 9 (Saturday) Cuzco

Experience has taught us that Cuzco casts a spell over all its visitors and hence we have allowed
for another day at leisure, so that you can relax or explore to our heart’s content. Walking the
streets of the city is a rewarding experience and one option worth undertaking is a stroll up to the
artisan’s district of San Blas to visit the pretty adobe /glesia San Blas and explore some of the
handicraft workshops nearby. Despite its simple exterior San Blas Church contains one of the most
impressive colonial jewels in the country - an intricately carved 17th-century cedar pulpit hewn from a single tree trunk and
dominated by the triumphant figure of Christ. Being in Cuzco, with time on your hands and the opportunity to take in the local
ambience will be one of the highlights of the tour. [Inclusions: Overnight. B.]

DAY 10 (Sunday) CUZCO / LIMA

This morning we transfer to the airport for our flight to Lima, the ancient capital of the Spanish empire in South America. On
arrival we will be transferred to our hotel, the Miraflores Park Hotel, located in one of Lima’s most
fashionable areas and offering spectacular views over
the ocean. The afternoon is at leisure for you to relax
or explore to your heart’s content. In the evening we
will dine at the Huaca Pucllana Restaurant.
Constructed in the fifth century by the inhabitants of
the Lima Valley, Huaca Pucllana was both an
important religious and ceremonial site and
administrative centre. Today the ruins are spread over fifteen hectares and at night are beautifully
lit to create an ambient setting for our dinner that features creative Peruvian cuisine, which features
a combination of fusion and classic criollo cooking. [Inclusions: Overnight. B. D.]

DAY 11 (Monday) LIMA

After a morning of leisure, during which you can set your own agenda (for which we will happily provide
a range of options), our afternoon contains a private guided tour of the city, including a trip to the Larco
Herrera Museum. Our tour includes the city’s most important monuments: The Plaza Mayor,
Government Palace, the City Hall and the Cathedral, as well as Torre Tagle, an exceptionally beautiful
mansion built in 1735, which today houses the offices of the Foreign Affairs Ministry. Also on our
itinerary is the recently renovated Palacio de Osambela, built between
1803 and 1805, and now serving as a venue for art exhibitions and
cultural events. The Larco Museum has the most important
archaeological collection on the north coast of Peru and is located in an
old Vice Regal mansion that was constructed on a pre-Colombian pyramid from the 18" century.
This fabulous museum also has an exquisite collection of gold and silver of ancient Peru and a
room full of erotic art. This evening we offer you the choice of making your own dinner
§ arrangements or, for those who select the ‘Gourmet’ option on the tour (refer to the details at the
= end of this itinerary), dining at one of Peru and the world’s leading restaurants, Astrid y Gaston,
E (ranked in the S.Pellegrino World’s 50 Best Restaurants of 2011). [Inclusions: Overnight. B.

D/optional.]

DAY 12 (Tuesday) LIMA / SAO PAULO / RIO DE JANEIRO

Today is the day for a change of pace and culture, so we transfer to the airport for a flight to
Rio de Janeiro, via Sao Paulo. On arrival we will be transferred to our hotel, the Porto Bay
International, located along the famous Copacabana Beach. What a reward for the day’s
journey! [Inclusions: Overnight. B.]
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DAY 13 (Wednesday) RIO DE JANEIRO

This morning we embark on a private full day tour of Rio de Janeiro, commencing with a drive along the Rodrigo de Freitas
Lagoon to the station from which we will ride the scenic cog railway to the base of the 125-foot tall statue of Christ the

3 Redeemer on Corcovado Mountain. The train ride takes 20 minutes and offers a wonderful
chance to experience the lush tropical vegetation of the Tijuca Forest, before arriving at the
top of Corcovado and marveling at the breathtaking view. From there we head to a traditional
Brazilian ‘churrascaria’ restaurant for a magnificent barbecue lunch that showcases the quality
and variety of Brazil’s produce. After lunch, we continue the tour driving through Rio’s
downtown and passing by many traditional and historical sites. This afternoon s hlghllght wnII
be the cable car ride to the top of Sugar Loaf Mountain for a
360 degree view of Rio including Guanabara Bay & its famous
beaches. We continue in downtown Rio for a visit to the City
Palace, Candelaria Church, Saint Sebastian Cathedral, Lapa Arches, Municipal Theatre, National
Library, Fine Arts Museum, and the Sambadrome, site of Rio’s famous Carnival parade. This
evening we offer you the choice of making your own dinner arrangements or, for those who
select the ‘Gourmet’ option on the tour (refer to the details at the end of this itinerary), dining at one y
of Rio’s premier restaurants, Antiquarius, which enjoys an outstanding reputation for showcasing the best of Portuguese
cuisine with Brazilian touches. [Inclusions: Overnight. B. L. D/optional.]

DAY 14 (Thursday)  RIO DE JANEIRO

Rio is one of the great cities of the world, so today we offer you another day at leisure, to
relax, explore or to do whatever else takes your fancy. Consider a trip to the beautiful Botanic
Gardens, a tour through the surrounding forest and spectacular
peak of Pedra de Gavea or a boat trip across Guanabara Bay to
the Museum of Modern Art in Niteroi. The Museum of Modern
Art was designed by Brazilian architect, Oscar Niemeyer, who was
responsible for many of the county’s greatest architectural
achievements, including many of the capital Brasilia’s public
buildings. The building flies from a rock, giving a beautiful view of the Guanabara Bay and the city
of Rio de Janeiro. Critics of the museum say the building is so exotic that it upstages the works of art inside it. Or just sit back and
watch the world go by on one of Rio’s famous beaches. [Inclusions: Overnight. B.]

DAY 15 (Friday) RIO DE JANEIRO / IGUAGU FALLS

This morning we transfer to the airport for our flight to Foz do Iguagu, where on arrival we will be taken for a tour of the
BraZ|I|an side of the magnlflcent lguacu Falls. We walk along the paths inside the park and see the imposing Bozzeti Falls across
the border. The path continues to the spectacular
lookout over the Garganta del Diablo, or Devil’s Throat
Falls, just 150m away. At the end of the path, you have
the option of boarding a panoramic elevator for an
even greater view of the surrounding scenery. At the
conclusion of the tour we will be transferred across the
border to our hotel, the Loi Suites Iguagu, a luxury
hotel set in the Iryapu Jungle on the banks of the
Iguacu River and surrounded by a spectacular landscape. This breathtaking hotel was built
with extreme respect for nature, preserving native trees and most of the jungle. You will have the rest of the day to enjoy the
hotels facilities, such as the pool, the spa or gardens. [Inclusions: Overnight. B.] »

DAY 16 (Saturday) IGUACU FALLS

Depart this morning on a private half day tour of the Argentine side of falls. We will walk
along the upper and lower trails of the Iguagu National Park to get a closer look at some of
the falls that drop from the Iguagu River and enjoy the fantastic wildlife and jungle that
surrounds it. Then we will join the Great Adventure Tour travelling by truck through the
Argentine National Park, following the Jacaratia path to reach Puerto Macuco, where we
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will board a speedboat to navigate 5 miles on the lower Iguagu River to see the rapids close up. The boat stops short of the entry
into the Devil’s Throat Canyon and will also approach two waterfalls around San Martin Island which will cover us in showers. Be
prepared to get wet. At the end of the boat trip, we will walk back up into the Park to visit the Devil’s Throat Lookout and then
travel by train to Puerto Canoas from where we walk along a “foot bridge” over the river to the viewing platform at Devil’s
Throat. Every location provides a unique perspective of these magnificent falls and their scope is such that they easily warrant all
of the attention that we are bestowing upon them. At the conclusion of the tour we return to our hotel, with the evening at
leisure. [Inclusions: Overnight. B.]

DAY17 (Sunday) IGUACU FALLS / BUENOS AIRES

The morning is at leisure to relax and enjoy the hotel facilities, before
transferring to the airport for our flight to our final destination, sensual
and romantic Buenos Aires. Our final abode on this journey will be the Loi
Suites Recoleta, a luxury hotel that stands in the heart of the elegant
neighbourhood of Recoleta. The famous Recoleta Cemetery is located
around the corner of this beautiful hotel, the shops that line Patio Bullrich
are 4 blocks away and the Colon Theatre is only a 15 minute walk away
from this property. This afternoon we depart for a private wine tasting
session, exploring the grape varieties and vineyards that have made Argentina one of the world’s leading
producers. [Inclusions: Overnight. B.]

DAY 18 (Monday) BUENOS AIRES

This morning we will set out for a half day private tour of the city. Buenos Aires is located on the southern shore of the Rio de la

- ) Plata. Strongly influenced by European culture, Buenos Aires is sometimes referred to as the ‘Paris of the
South’ or ‘Paris of South America.” The tour takes in the most important monuments and sights of the
city, including Plaza 25 de Mayo, Government House (La Casa Rosa)
and City Hall, the eclectic neighbourhood of La Boca and the portside
district of Puerto Madero. Our tour concludes in Recoleta, with a
guided tour of the famous Recoleta Cemetery. This evening we set
out for dinner and a Tango Show at Esquina Carlos Gardel. The
restaurant/theatre features an exquisitely decorated Art Nouveau-
style ambience that re-creates the sophistication of the most
luxurious old-time dining rooms in a mystical atmosphere that will lead you to experience an unforgettable night. [Inclusions:
Overnight. B. D.]

DAY 19 (Tuesday) BUENOS AIRES

There are few better ShOppI destinations than Buenos Aires and if your preference is for clothes, leather
jackets and handbags, not to mention shoes and much more, then you
are likely to think that you have gone to heaven. There is also nothing
better than sitting in one of the city’s many cafes and watching the
world go by. Above all, make sure that you spend some time at Cafe
Tortoni. It will take you back to a bygone era and whatever you order is
bound to taste that much better. Needless to say, in this city of
temptation and romance, we have set aside today for your personal
enjoyment. Set your own agenda and go for it. As this is our last night
of the tour, we will gather for a celebratory and farewell dinner at one of Buenos
Aires’ leading restaurants, Cabafia Las Lilas. [Inclusions: Overnight. B. D.]

DAY 20 (Wednesday) BUENOS AIRES

Here ends our tour and after breakfast you can bid farewell to Buenos Aires and to almost 3 weeks of
unforgettable touring through some of the signature locations of South America. [Inclusions: B.]
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Tour Cost (*): Price Per Person: A$8,985.00
Single Supplement: A$3,435.00

You should note that ‘Blanco Touring Company’ is not a travel agent. It is the name used for the tours designed and led by José and Leona
Blanco. For this tour, our partner travel agent is, Contours Travel, which will handle all invoicing, ticketing and other contractual arrangements.
They are also available to provide you with assistance in arranging your flights to and from South America or you are welcome to make your
own arrangements. They are also at your service to arrange extensions to this tour either prior to its commencement or after its conclusion, so
that you can explore even more of the wonders that South America has to offer.

(*) Notes:

1. Pricing
e  The quoted price is based on 16 persons travelling in the group.
e  The maximum group size for this tour is 24. If this number is reached, the tour cost will decrease slightly.

2.  Accommodation
e  To visit the website of each hotel and the featured restaurants, please click on the corresponding name in the above
itinerary. The hotels listed are rated Deluxe, and the room type is as follows:

v Santiago W Hotel Standard Room
v' Lima Miraflores Park Hotel Ocean View

v’ Sacred Valley Rio Sagrado Deluxe Room
v" Cuzco Monasterio Cuzco Deluxe Room
v" Machu Picchu Sumagq Hotel Superior Room
v Rio de Janeiro Porto Bay International Deluxe Room
v’ lguazu Falls Loi Suites Iguazu Studio Junior
v" Buenos Aires Loi Suites Recoleta Studio Junior

3. Meals

° Meals are included as listed: B: Breakfast / L: Lunch / D: Dinner being:
All breakfasts, other than on the day of arrival.
Welcome drinks on the first evening in the Hotel W in Santiago.
Private wine tasting in Santiago on day 2.
Lunch in Sacred Valley of the Incas on days 4 and 5.
Lunch at Machu Picchu and dinner in Aguas Calientes on day 6.
Dinner in Lima on day 10.
Lunch in Rio de Janeiro on day 13.
Private wine tasting in Buenos Aires on day 17.
Dinner and tango show in Buenos Aires on day 18.
Dinner in Buenos Aires on day 19.
° We offer a Gourmet Dining option that includes dinners with specially chosen menus and matching beverages at the
following premier restaurants:
v" Europeo in Santiago on day 2
v" Cicciolina in Cuzco on day 8
v' Astrid y Gaston in Lima on day 11
v" Antiquarius in Rio de Janeiro on day 13
The cost of all four dinners is $760.00 and is not included in the standard tour cost.

SN N N N N N NENEN

4. Flights
° Flights outside of South America (i.e. to Santiago and from Buenos Aires) are NOT included.
e  The following economy class flights are included in the quoted price. Where available, first and business class tickets can
be arranged upon payment of the corresponding additional amount:
- Santiago to Cuzco (via Lima) on day 3
- Cuzco to Lima on day 10
Lima to Rio de Janeiro (via Sao Paulo) on day 12
Rio de Janeiro to Iguacu Falls (via Sao Paulo) on day 15
Iguacu Falls to Buenos Aires on day 17
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5. Guided Tours
e  Afternoon tour of Santiago on day 1
° Walking tour of the Lastarria district of Santiago on day 2
° Full day tour of the Sacred Valley of the Incas on days 4 and 5
e  Tour of Machu Picchu on day 6
e  Afternoon tour of Cuzco on day 8
e  Afternoon tour of Lima on day 11
° Full day tour of Rio de Janeiro on day 13
° Tours of Iguacgu Falls on days 15 and 16
° Morning tour of Buenos Aires on day 18

6. Other

e  Alllocal taxes are included in the price quoted.

e  Allitems not specifically mentioned are not included, such as tips and gratuities, beverages not listed.

° The price quoted is on the basis of persons sharing a double room, unless a single supplement is paid.

° The price quoted is current as at 10 July, 2011, but may vary prior to payment of final amount.

° The hotels listed are subject to change without notice due to local conditions. In the event of this occurring, a hotel of
similar standard or the best available will be substituted. Please keep in mind that hotel standards vary considerably
depending on the country of travel.

° We reserve the right to make changes to the proposed itinerary should circumstances so require.

° Full details of terms and conditions will be provided at the time of booking.

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST OR REQUEST FURTHER INFORMATION

Return to: Blanco Touring Company

Email: Leona@blancotouringcompany.com

Post: PO Box 6157, Kangaroo Valley NSW 2577

| confirm that | am interested in participating in the “Journey to South America” tour scheduled for September 2012.

Name:

Address:

Tel: () Fax:( ) Email:

LEARN all about us at www.blancotouringcompany.com
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